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Synopsis

Pete is a perfectly predictable, practical, uncomplicated pig. At least, he was . . . before a runaway
circus elephant named Pickles stampeded into his life, needing a friend. Pickles is larger than life
and overflowing with imagination. She takes Pete swandiving off Niagara Falls. (Sort of.) And
sledding down the Matterhorn. (Sort of.) Pete goes along for the wild ride and actually begins to
enjoy himself . . . until Pickles goes too far. And Pete tells her she must leave. Yet sometimes the
simple life isn?t all it?s cracked up to be. Pulitzer Prize?winning cartoonist Berkeley Breathed offers

two new irresistible characters and a heartfelt, hilarious look at the rarity of true friendship.
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Customer Reviews

As a fan of Breathed’s work since the beginning of the Bloom County comic strip, | found humor,
comfort, joy, and hope in his writing and illustration. Breathed’s humor is founded in the best of our
natures, not the worst of it, and you find ample evidence for it in the many cartoon universes he
created to reflect it. "Pete and Pickles" is another such world. | am not sure how Berkeley Breathed
manages such complex ideas with such grace and simplicity, but | am glad he does. Buy this book
for you, and then share it with your favorite child. You will not regret buying this well-written, expertly
crafted and illustrated, book. | read a copy yesterday, and it is in my shopping cart now. | pause only

to write this review. Buy this book.



"Pete & Pickles" is the story of a lonely, widower pig and an exuberant, outgoing elephant that
escaped from a circus. According to the back flap, it was inspired from a drawing that Breathed’s
five-year old made in a restaurant. She drew an elephant hugging a pig in its trunk.Breathed asked
why the elephant is holding the pig."The pig’s sad.""Why?""Because he’s lonely, Dad...But he
doesn’t know it," she whispered.Pete is indeed lonely. He misses his wife who has died. Pickles
comes into his life unexpectedly and turns it all over and, in a way, saves it. Or, at least makes it
worth living.l cannot imagine the adult that does not tear up at the end of this book (I've got no
qualms with it - this 40 year old Republican darn near cried!).On top of a great story you've got great
pictures. The art is top-notch. Careful observation will show you that Breathed previews most of the
book with the art on the walls of Pete’s house. It's something fun to go back and look at with the
kids.As for those that claim that this is inappropriate for kids, | say, "Phhphhtt!" (to quote Opus,
Breathed’s beloved Penguin character.) | talked to my children all the way through the book as we
read it. | talked about how Pete misses his wife like their Grandpa misses their Grandma who has
passed on. Is it sad? Sure it is, but life’s full of sadness. This book deals with it and shows you can
move on. | talked about how Pete gets angry when Pickles messes with his wife’s things, | talked
about how they were still friends and how he is much happier at the end than he was at the
beginning. Guess what? | talk with my kids when we watch TV, too. That's part of the job of being a
parent.l found this one at the library and it is suddenly one of my favorite books. Now | have to add it

to my wish list because | don’t want to give it back!Highly recommended for all ages.

| buy Breathed’s children’s books for myself and *consent* to share them with my 6yr. old niece.
They are by far my very favorite children’s books, and you can imagine my delight when i saw Pete
& Pickles was released. It is exquisitely written and illustrated. It is whimsical and heartwrenching
(all while it makes you laugh out loud). Everyone i show it to (and then quickly snatch back from

their covetous grasp) loves this book and you will to.

| purchased this book without knowing one of the quiet little side-plots was the recent death of a
spouse (not a spoiler - it's clear by page 3). Since my husband recently died, | thought others should
know who might be in the same emotional place. It's a beautiful book, and can bring a sorrowing
widow/widower some hope, but it sure can take you by surprise if you’re not prepared ! This is one

you definitely want to pre-read before the little one climbs into your lap for story time!!!



This book has some real depth to it, but it's not preachy. My minister used it as the basis for sermon
in church as he was about to leave for another assignment. We all loved the message, and the book
makes it sink in. A parent can use the book as a jumping off point for discussion of how people’s
personalities differ, what risk-aversion is, how attempting new things can be rewarding, what
friendship is, how people of very different backgrounds can be loyal friends, etc., etc.'m buying
another one, as well as sterling silver beads of a pig and an elephant, as a Christmas gift for a

grandchild.

Great story. Very relevant and timely story. My seven year-old granddaughter and | both love this
book. | have been a huge fan of Berke Breathed since | used to eagerly await the Sunday paper to
read Bloom County in the very early eighties. Both my Grand-daughters and | have enjoyed his
children’s books for years. Just Because Disney made "Mars needs Moms" very Creepy doesn’t
diminish that book itself and "Pete and Pickles" is a very worthy addition to his collection. Other
reviewers imply that this story is not for children and to them | say that | have no idea what they are
talking about. These are undoubtedly the same people who think that the beginning of Bambi and
elements of Big Hero 6 are too much for small children. Ultimately the story is not at all sad, but

rather uplifting and enlightening. Highly recommend to all!

| was unbelievably moved by this book. Cried as | read it to my 5 and 8 year old and spent a good
deal of time trying to explain the depth and importance of its story. Mine were NOT troubled by it
long term, as some have suggested might happen. | was just so surprised to find something so
deep, moving, thoughtful and wonderful in a book for this age group. | have read it over and over,
shared it with anyone | could and continue to be almost brought to tears by the illustrations. Get this
book. Adults will be moved, kids will build on it's premise as they grow, and soon understand better

than many adults do, that it is and will ALWAYS be, about love.
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